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But the night grew darker before the dawn; and the
weakness rather than the policy of Diocletian devoted the
Christians throughout the Roman world to a final and fruitless
persecution. Yet the agony, if dreadful, was at least of brief
duration. It was only in 303 that Galerius persuaded the
Emperor at Nicomedia to issue the dreadful edict. In 305
Diocletian resigned the purple; and Spain was released from
the destroyer, Galerius bore no rule in western Europe; and
while a pitiless persecution was carried on in Italy and in the
east, Constantius Chlorus, the amiable father of Constantine,
who ruled in Spain, not only displayed a most generous tolera-
tion, but secretly favoured the new religion by every means in
his power. Had it not been for one Dacian, president of
Aquitania Secunda, who seems to have taken upon himself
the position of arch-inquisitor in the Tarraconemis, upon the
promulgation of the edict of Nicomedia, the last persecution to
which the Christian Church was subjected would have left Spain
unmolested and unharmed.

But under Dacian, incited by Galerius, and hardly checked
by Constantius, the Spanish Christians suffered for their faith
throughout the north and north-east of the province; and at
Caesaraugusta more especially, patria sanctorum ?nartyrum, the cruel
and treacherous conduct of the Roman president recalled the
darker days of Lucullus and Galba.

Of all the victims of Dacian, St. Vincent,1 who faced death
and torments at Valencia in the course of the year 304, is the
most celebrated in Christian story. Of the pious and learned
bishop, the intrepid witness, the unflinching sufferer, the tale
of the almost superhuman constancy was told throughout
Europe in the plaintive and graceful verse of Prudentius.

Our knowledge of this Spanish persecution, such as it was,
is derived indeed almost entirely from the works of this first of
Christian poets; and a poet, however honest, is scarcely a safe
guide in matters historical, more especially when his feelings are
deeply stirred by the subject of his own recital. But in 306
Constantine was proclaimed at York; and his influence at once
made itself felt throughout the Roman world. Persecution
ceased. Christianity was at least permitted to every Roman
citizen. A dozen years later it was to be the faith of the

1 For the origin of the name of Cape St. Vincent, so far removed from Valencia,
see Mariann, vii, 4; and as to the removal of a holy coat of St. Vincent from
Saragossa to Paris, see/ort, p. 65 of this work. Cf. tisp. Sag., via., 249.